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The following 23 emails obtained under a Freedom of Information
request are mainly ones sent between EirGrid executives and the
Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment.
Some messages are circulated to other important people in EirGrid,
whose names are already in the public domain. EirGrid say they
report regularly to the Department on all aspects of the North South
Interconnector project and that there is “nothing in any way unusual
about such communications.”
May 9th 2017
From Kevin Brady (DCCAE)
Terms of Reference
XX,
The Terms of Reference for the independent study to examine the
technical feasibility and cost of undergrounding the North-South
Interconnector have now been published on the web-site. See link
below. We will be in contact in due course with regard to this study.
Best Regards,
Kevin
Terms of Reference for an independent study to examine the technical
feasibility and cost of undergrounding the North-South
Interconnector
BACkGRouND 
The proposed North-South Interconnector is a 138km long, overhead,
high-capacity, high-voltage electricity connection between the
transmission networks of Ireland and Northern Ireland. 

Currently there is one high-capacity connection between the two
networks which means they cannot operate as effectively as a single
system thus limiting the benefits that can be derived from the Single
Electricity Market. 

This proposed North-South Interconnector will support the three core
objectives of National energy policy as follows: 

·   Competitiveness will be increased by reducing costs for energy
consumers through more efficient operation of the electricity system
and Single Electricity Market across the island of Ireland. 

·  Security of supply will be increased by ensuring access to a wider
market and a larger and more varied generation portfolio. 

·   The transition to a more sustainable energy system will be
supported through increased capacity for connection of renewable
generation. 

The section of the proposed North-South Interconnector in Ireland has
received planning approval from An Bord Pleanála. The planning
process for the section in Northern Ireland is on- going. 

It has been argued that the transmission lines should be constructed
underground rather than overhead. The potential for an underground
alternative has been examined in a variety of studies, some
independently-commissioned and some commissioned by EirGrid, the
Transmission System Operator and project promoter. The most recent
independent study by a Government-appointed ‘International Expert
Commission’ was published in 2012 (1 Meath-Tyrone Report. Review
by the International Expert Commission, August-November 2011).
Given the potential for changes in technology and cost since the
publication of this independent study, it is proposed that a new study is
undertaken based on the terms of reference below. 
TERmS oF REFERENCE 
The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment
requires an independent study to examine the technical feasibility and
cost of undergrounding the North-South Interconnector, taking into
account the most recent developments in technology and experience
gained from existing projects abroad. 
DETAIl oF WoRk To BE CARRIED ouT 
The independent experts will: 

· review international literature, recent technology developments,
international projects, and cost data in relation to overhead and
underground high voltage power lines; 

· consult with the Minister, the Commission for Energy Regulation,
EirGrid, the ESB, the North East Pylon Pressure Campaign, the County
Monaghan Anti Pylon Committee and other bodies as deemed
necessary; 

· examine the technical merits and construction and operation costs of
the proposed project; 

· examine the technical feasibility and cost of an underground
alternative to the North- South Interconnector which will include
technical considerations in the context of the electricity networks of
Ireland and Northern Ireland operating effectively as a single system
thus increasing the benefits that are derived from the Single Electricity
Market, and which will have regard, insofar as possible, to the potential
underground route types (e.g. along roadway, cross-country, etc.) for
the North-South Interconnector; 

· issue a final report within five months of commencing work that
will include a comparison of the estimated construction and operation
costs, and relative technical merits of the proposed overhead project
and an underground alternative; and 

· present the results of the study to the Minister and the relevant
Oireachtas Committee. 

May 11th 2017
From:   XX
To: Kevin Brady; Enda Gallagher
Subject: Order of Business
Hi
Just flagging in case ye didn’t see.
XX

Questions on Promised Legislation: 10 May 2017: Dáil debates
(KildareStreet.com)

Shane Cassells (Meath West, Fianna Fail) 
The programme for Government includes an entire section on the rights
of local communities when energy pylons are to be imposed on them,
yet the terms of reference for the independent review of the North-
South interconnector published on Monday do not include any
reference, as per the Fianna Fáil Party motion adopted by all sides, to
the devaluation of property or land in counties Meath, Cavan and
Monaghan, the impact on tourism and health or a realistic study being
done on this issue. The North East Pylon Pressure Group contacted me
this morning and issued a statement on what it describes the “terms of
preference” as an “irresponsible charade”. Does the Cabinet stand over
this charade? Can the section in respect of the impact on landscape,
tourism and health be included in the terms of reference? 
Enda Kenny (Taoiseach, Department of An Taoiseach; Mayo, Fine Gael)
This is not about legislation but about terms of reference. The North
East Pylon Pressure Group has been around for some time and I have
met members of the group over the years. This is a matter Deputy
Eamon Ryan spoke about. I will have the Minister look at the request
Deputy Cassells makes regarding the terms of reference.

May 17th 2017
From XX
To: Kevin Brady Cc: Enda Gallagher
ENTSO-E Survey Final Report
Hi Kevin
As mentioned.
Thanks
XX (ATTACHMENT ENTSO-E Survey)

July 28th 2017
From: David Martin (EirGrid)
To: Kevin Brady
Cc: XX
Subject: North South Interconnector Judicial Reviews

Dear Kevin,
As you are aware, a number of judicial reviews relating to An Bord
Pleanala’s decision to grant planning approval to the North South
Interconnector are in process in the High Court.
In the case of NEPPC vs. An Bord Pleanala, this judicial review
concluded at hearing yesterday and judgement is expected in October.
Val Martin vs. An Bord Pleanala has been adjourned until late October
and is expected to take no longer that one day to hear. The third judicial
review, David Malone vs. An Bord Pleanala, was withdrawn on consent
yesterday morning.
A more detailed written briefing is available if required, please advise.
(Reference is then made to a separate matter about an Irish Independent
article on electric cars and possible impacts on the electricity system).
Best regards
David Martin
EirGrid

July 31st 2017
From: Kevin Brady
To: David Martin (EirGrid)
Cc: XX, Eamonn Confrey; Enda Gallagher; Josh Byrne
Subject: RE: North South Interconnector Judicial Reviews
David,
Many thanks for the email update. We would appreciate a written
briefing in relation to the Judicial Reviews.
As you may be aware, policy responsibility for the North-South
Interconnector has moved to the Electricity Policy division lead (sic.)
by Eamonn Confrey with Enda Gallagher and Josh Byrne being the key
contacts. Given Eamonn and Enda are currently on leave, please keep
me on all correspondence.
Many thanks,
Kevin

July 31st 2017
From: David Martin (EirGrid)
To: Kevin Brady
Cc: XX (EirGrid); Eamonn Confrey; Enda Gallagher; Josh Byrne (all
DCCAE)
Subject: RE: North South Interconnector Judicial Reviews
Hi Kevin
I will arrange that for you and your colleagues,
Regards
David

EirGrid’s David Martin said today: “With regard to the judicial reviews, it is
important to note that the High Court upheld An Bord Pleanála’s decision to
grant planning permission and specifically highlighted EirGrid’s consultation
as ‘meaningful’ and ‘effective’. The ABP decision was subject to three separate
challenges in the High Court, all of which were dismissed. One has since been
appealed to the Supreme Court which is expected to hear it in October.”

August 9th 2017
Update on Key NSIC Activity and Update – August 2017
From: NN
To: Eamonn Confrey; Kevin Brady  + 1 other person
(Attached)
August 9th 2017
Update on Key NSIC Activity and Update – August 2017RS
From: Rosemary Steen (EirGrid)
To: N.N.   CC:  XX
NN
a short note on the North South project as requested. I will forward one
on Grid West shortly.
Kind regards
Rosemary

update on key NSIC Activity and update – Summer 2017
outreach and Activity in North East
EirGrid’s Community liaison officer and Agricultural liaison
officer are integral members of the local team. Both from the Noth East
region, they are dedicated to acting as local contact points for
landowners and communities. New Agri Liaison Officers and
Community Officers are being recruited. This was a condition of the
planning permission from An Bord Pleanála.
Information office, Carrickmacross: EirGrid have opened a new office
which is in a very visible position.
mobile Information Centre: Each month we seek permission to bring
the Mobile Information Centre to a town or village in Meath, Cavan, or
Monaghan. Most recently the Centre has visited:
Co. Monaghan, June 2017
Kells, Co. Meath, July, 2017
Trim, Co. Meath, July, 2017
The roll out of the Mobile Information Centre is activated through social
media advertising, and print advertising in regional newspapers (such
as The Northern Standard).
Engagement has taken place recently with all Councillors in the 3
counties updating them on EirGrid availability and new office.
Engagement has also taken place with the FG Cathaoirleach of Meath
County Council with an offer to come to the Council at any stage to
update them on the project.
Agricultural Shows: EirGrid has or will attend:
Castleblayney Show, 7 August
Virginia Show, 23 August.
National Ploughing Championships, 19, 20, 21 September
This is in addition to attendance at a range of similar      
Agricultural Shows in Northern Ireland.
NSI newsletter: A quarterly newsletter about EirGrid in the community
has been developed and the first newsletter is dues to be published
online, and issued to stakeholders during August. This newsletter will
be available in the mobile unit, and brought to external events and
meetings.
GAA & Community Sponsorships: EirGrid is the sponsor of the GAA
U21 Football Championship. This sponsorship has allowed us to get
closer to the communities supporting their counties and work in
conjunction with the GAA. This sponsorship also allowed us to
specifically target our activation, and heighten activity in the Meath,
Cavan Monaghan region. In addition the EirGrid CLO has been
working closely with community groups in the region to support local
causes and activities, and a sponsorship with a local sporting club is
currently being negotiated.
NSI Benefits Campaign: An advertising campaign is currently being
developed that will focus on the benefits of the North South
Interconnector project for the region. This advertising campaign will be
sensitive to the judicial and non judicial reviews underway.
Radio Sponsorships: Sponsorships on radio shows on both LMFM and
Northern Sound will be maintained. These are aired daily, on both
stations talk radio shows. Currently these sponsorships both advertise
the Carrickamcross Office.  (A reference to the Michael Reade Show and the
Joe Finnegan Show).
Project Activity
To manage the project EirGrid and SONI, and NIE and ESB Networks
and have constituted a Project Board to oversee and direct the entire
Interconnector project at an Executive level.
ESBN are preparing documents in preparation for our joint engagement
with local authorities and relevant statutory agencies in relation to the
CEMP. This is in line with one of the conditions set out by An Bord
Pleanála.
ESBN are preparing documents in preparation for joint EirGrid and
ESBN engagement with NPWS. This condition 4 of the planning
permission.
Payment made to the three local authorities to cover their reasonable
costs incurred in consideration of the planning application – this is in
compliance with the An Bord Pleanála Order.
Work underway with progressing with the tender process for
wayleaving resources to secure their availability should this be required
(pending JR decision).
ESBN have tender documentation now ready for the construction /
tower construction contract. Given the size of this tender it will be
required to be published in the OJEU. EirGrid are liaising with ESBN in
relation to an appropriate time to release this documentation.
Presentation to the Public Participation Network including members
from Meath and Cavan PPN in attendance. Q+A session included.
Individual meetings with the relevant NSIC PPN Officers is now being
sought.
Future Investment Potential in the North East
EirGrid have been providing input to Jacobs Engineering Consultancy
in work they are undertaking on behalf of the IDA to identify sites for
future investment in for large electricity consumers and data centres.
They are identifying a number of sites outside of the Dublin area.
As part of the analysis which we have shared, in the context of the
energisation of the North South Interconnector, studies show these
possibilities for future IDA sites in the North East:
100MW available in the Cavan area
100MW in the vicinity of Louth station on the Louth / Monaghan
border (approximately halfway between Dundalk and Carrickmacross)
100MW in the Navan area   
It has been explained to Jacobs and the IDA that in the event of the
North South Interconnector not proceeding, then the Cavan and Louth
Station options of future IDA sites is not feasible in the context of
electricity supply.
EirGrid are cognisant of the Kelvin Project which delivers high capacity,
secure and reliable network through fibre optic cable in Monaghan and
Louth. This project has been previously been highlighted by Minister
Humphries (sic.).
Engagement with the IFA
At national level, an agreement was made in May between EirGrid, ESB
and the IFA on the terms of payments to landowners on uprate and
refurbishment projects in May this year. This agreement is now in effect
on the ground and is in general being well received with access to carry
out works being facilitated. We await final endorsement of the
agreement by IFA National Council.
Further engagement now is now being sought with IFA in relation to
payments for landowners for the North South Interconnector.
Our Agricultural Liaison Officers have continued to engage with
Representative Bodies such as IFA and have reached out to stakeholders
where they have been in attendance at farming events over the summer
period.
North South Interconnector in Northern Ireland
Recommendation from the Planning Appeals Commission to the
Infrastructure Minister anticipated in Autumn
Project has broad political support; at Balmoral Show the Secretary of
State for Northern Ireland, James Brokenshire MP restates critical need
for NSI and Prime Minister May’s backing.
Position further supported by Under Secretaries of State, Lord Borne
MP and Chloe Smith MP, during briefings.
Engagement with Arlene Foster MLA (DUP Leader) calling for urgent
delivery;
Positive engagement with the UFU, landowners and the community at
various agricultural shows throughout the summer (including in
Armagh). We have a high degree of landowner acceptance in NI.
NI business community remains vocal in its support for the project.

August 15th 2017
Update on Key NSIC Activity and Update – August 2017
From: Eamonn Confey
To: Enda Gallagher; Josh Byrne
FYI if not already seen (EirGrid update attached)

August 16th 2017
North South Interconnector compensation study
From: Enda Gallagher
To: XX
Cc: Josh Byrne
Hello xx
As requested, please find attached the terms of reference for the
compensation study that Minister Naughten has asked to be completed
before the end of the year (NS highlight). The Department has initiated
a procurement process for the study and we expect to be in a position
to appoint consultants to carry out the study early next month. The
study is designed primarily as a desk study and interested tenderers
have already committed to the year-end timeframe.
The Minister has also shared these terms of reference with Oireachtas
colleagues – he has stated that he expects the study will address a
primary concern related to the impact external factors (such as
landscape, tourism, heritage etc.) have on land and property values.
The impact of such factors is generally reflected in the level of
compensation paid to land and property owners. Understanding the
compensation levels for high voltage transmission lines in a range of
European countries will provide an evidence base for the similar
projects – such as the North South Interconnector – in Ireland.
All the best, Enda.

Attached:
Study on the Levels of Compensation Provided to Land and property
Owners in Proximity to High-Voltage Transmission Lines in a European
Context.
20/06/2017
Background
Terms of Reference
Terms and Conditions of Tender
1. Background 
The proposed North-South Interconnector is a 138km long, overhead,
high-capacity, high-voltage electricity connection between the
transmission networks of Ireland and Northern Ireland. 
Currently there is one high-capacity connection between the two
networks which means they cannot operate as effectively as a single
system thus limiting the benefits that can be derived from the Single
Electricity Market. 
This proposed North-South Interconnector will support the three core
objectives of National energy policy as follows: 
Competitiveness will be increased by reducing costs for energy
consumers through more efficient operation of the electricity system
and Single Electricity Market across the island of Ireland. 
Security of supply will be increased by ensuring access to a wider
market and a larger and more varied generation portfolio. 
The transition to a more sustainable energy system will be supported
through increased capacity for connection of renewable generation. 
The section of the proposed North-South Interconnector in Ireland has
received planning approval from An Bord Pleanála. The planning
process for the section in Northern Ireland is on- going. As part of the
planning process, assessment was made on range of factors including
health, land use, tourism, landscape, heritage, and land and property
values. The methods by which land and property owners are
compensated was also taken into account in the planning process.
These methods include payments under the IFA/ESB Code of Practice,
Proximity Payments, Community Payments and statutory
compensation. While the planning consent process has concluded in
Ireland, concerns have continued to be voiced in relation to possible
impacts of the proposed project. The impact on land and property
values has been highlighted as a key area of concern. This impact has
been characterised as both direct and indirect (via impacts on
landscape, tourism, heritage etc.). Where projects impact on land and
property owners, the level of compensation provided is the usual
process used to reflect the level of impact of such factors on land and
property owners. While there are established processes to deal with
property and land value issues, in light of the concerns that have been
voiced, the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and
Environment has decided to commission a study on international
comparative practice on the approach to and levels of compensation
provided to land and property owners in proximity to high-voltage
power lines. This study would provide more complete information on
compensation levels in a European context. �
It must be understood that this project is not intended to seek to
determine or anticipate in any way the outcome of engagement
between the project developer and property and landowners impacted
by the North South Interconnector. However, the outcome sought is
intended to provide a significant body of independently collated
information on comparative practices in a number of jurisdictions. This
information will be published (by the first quarter of 2018) and made
available to all concerned with the North South Interconnector (NS
highlight).

23rd August 2017
North South
From: John Fitzgerald (EirGrid)
To: zz  (DCCAE official)

ZZ
Further to your discussion with Fintan (Slye)
Please find attached an information note.
Best Regards,
John Fitzgerald
Director, Grid Development & Interconnection
EirGrid plc

Procurement required to progress the North South Interconenctor
project:-
Tender for tower design, testing and manufacture
The tower design is required to inform the size, dimensional footprint
and foundation arrangements of the steel towers. Factory testing is then
performed to validate the design to international safety standards and
requires that four full size prototype towers be developed and then
tested to destruction.
Only after design and testing is complete can tower manufacturing
commence – all of which has a significant lead time. Thus any delay to
the design or manufacture will have a knock on delay to project
completion.
The procurement process is lengthy and hence the time between issuing
a notice in the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU) and award
of contract is expected to be 8 months.
Please note that the tender does not include the construction of ant
towers / pylons nor require any access to, nor work upon any lands
along the route.
For the above reasons tower design and the placing of the associated
OJEU notice, is now on the project’s critical path.
I am available should you have any queries on the above matters.

August 24th 2017
North South
From: XX
To: Enda Gallagher; Eamonn Confrey
Eamonn, Enda
See below for info.
Went yesterday evening.
XX (published above)

September 18th 2017
EirGrid Newsletter
From:  XX
To: Enda Gallagher; Eamonn Confrey; + 1 other at DCCAE
Cc: Rosemary Steen (EirGrid)
Hi
As flagged in our weekly update on Friday, see copy of email which has
issued to TDs, Senators and MEPs in the North South area this morning.
A similar email has gone to all Cllrs also.
XX

September 18th 2017
EirGrid Update
To: Thomas Byrne (TD)

Dear Deputy Byrne
I wanted to take the opportunity to update you on a number of aspects
of the North South Interconnector project.
As you will be aware, the section of the interconnector in the Republic
received planning approval from An Bord Pleanála in December 2016.
However, earlier this year three separate judicial reviews were lodged
to the courts questioning elements of the planning decision. The
hearings of these reviews began in July 2017. One case was withdrawn,
one case found in favour of An Bord Pleanála and EirGrid, and we
anticipate that the final case will be decided on in autumn / winter
2017.
For the section of the Interconnector in Northern Ireland, the planning
process is still ongoing and a decision is expected on this in the coming
months.
EirGrid are sending an update in the coming days to landowners to
update them on a number of aspects relating to the project. A copy of
that update is attached.
In terms of engaging with the communities and people impacted by the
project, EirGrid are working to improve our accessibility and
availability on the ground. We now have Agricultural and Community
Liaison Officers working across Meath, Monaghan and Cavan. We have
been bringing our Mobile Information Unit to towns along the route to
provide updates and answers questions from the public. A new regional
office has been opened in Carrickmacross and this is now a central point
for our engagement and activity in the region.
Finally, the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and
Environment has recently appointed a group of independent
international experts to examine a number of aspects relating to
undergrounding. We look forward to engaging with this group, if we
are requested, over the coming months. The Minister has also
commissioned a study in the levels of compensation relating to
transmission lines, and we are available to provide any information to
inform this study if requested.
If at any stage you would like more information on any aspect of the
information above, or on the project in general, please contact me on
this email or on (085) xxxxxxx.
Kind regards
Pádraig Slyne
EirGrid Public Affairs

September 25th 2017
Facebook post re NSIC
From: XX
To: Eamon Confrey; Enda Gallagher
Cc: Rosemary Steen
Hi
Flagging a post this morning on Facebook from Deputy Shane Cassells
in relation to NSIC. Would appear that he may raise in Dáil this week.
Thanks
XX
“This week EirGrid announced that Grid West, involving over 240
400kv pylons is being scrapped. This means that 16 of the original
counties planned to be affected will no longer receive any new extra
high voltage pylons. Eirgrid also announced in its 2017 Grid strategy
update that there is a 32% reduction in electricity requirement for 2025
versus its original estimates.

Yet the North-South interconnector remains unchanged and untouched.
Government needs to answer this question as to why the overhead
project is being pursued relentlessly and move to underground the
cables.”

September 25th 2017
From: Eamon Confrey (DCCAE)
To: XX, Enda Gallagher; Josh Byrne
Cc: Rosemary Steen
Thanks XX. Enda is away on business until Wed so I’ll ask you to liaise
with Josh on this as it develops.
Josh
We can probably expect a Topical issues debate so you might start to
script an outline of a response and the key differences between the
projects etc.
Thanks
Eamon
Please excuse brevity and any typos.

September 25th 2017
Facebook post re NSIC
From: XX
To: Eamon Confrey; Enda Gallagher; Josh Byrne
Hi
For info, this is the material which we have on that topic, if it is helpful.
“The purpose of Grid West was to allow us to connect new sources of
renewable energy to a strong point on the transmission network, while
also strengthening the grid in the West of Ireland. The options for Grid
West were designed to add a minimum of 500 MW of capacity, mainly
wind. This compares to the 1500 MW needed for the North South
interconnector. The reduction of wind power in the west, means that we
can now deploy a smaller, 110kV solution. The need for the North South
interconnector has not changed, and as a result the solution also
remains unchanged.”
XX

September 25th 2017
Procurement issue re NSIC
From: XX
To: Eamon Confrey; Enda Gallagher; Josh Byrne (DCCAE)
Cc: Rosemary Steen
Hi
As flagged previously, the procurement notice for North South has been
now been issued. There has been some activity online questioning the
timing of this etc. 
In this regard, see for info press statement we have prepared and posted
online to clarify why this has now been published in the OJEU.
If any more information is required please give me a call.
Thanks
XX
(link to EirGrid newsroom site)

ESB publish a tender notice for works relating to the North South
Interconnector
September 2017
ESB  have published a tender notice for works relating to the North
South Interconnector.
A minimum of nine months has been set aside in the programme of
works to complete the procurement process, identify a contractor and
agree contracts. No works will be commissioned on the project during
this time. 
The tender notice has been published in order to comply with restrictive
and lengthy timelines set out by the Official Journal of the European
Union, in which all tenders from the public sector valued above a
certain financial threshold must be published.
Planning permission was granted for the southern element of the North
South Interconnector  in December 2016. However the project is
currently the subject of a number of planning, judicial and
governmental reviews.  As a result, this  procurement process can be
cancelled at any time if necessary.
ESB, with the support of EirGrid, decided to avail of this current review
period in order to progress elements of the North South Interconnector
project that demand very lengthy lead in times.  The outcome of the
current reviews are expected to be known before the Europe wide
procurement process has concluded. 

September 25th 2017
Procurement issue re NSIC
From: XX
To: Eamon Confrey; Enda Gallagher; Josh Byrne
Cc: Rosemary Steen
Hi
In addition, see reference in local media to this topic:
XX
(Link to Northern Sound website)
Local Ministers accused of hiding behind various timeframes on North
South Interconnector
By Pauric Clerkin -

25th September 2017
Local Ministers and TD’s have been accused of hiding behind various
events and timeframes in relation to the North South Interconnector.
That’s the view of North East Pylon Committee member Pauric O’Reilly
after EirGrid have put out to tender the design for 400 pylon towers for
the North South Interconnector with the deadline for submission on
October 20th.
In December last year, An Bord Pleanála approved the project in the
Republic of Ireland, but approval must be got north of the border before
it can proceed.
NEPPC member Pauric O’Reilly says “time is of the essence” now for
local Ministers and TD’s to put pressure on Minister for
Communications, Climate Action and Environment Denis Naughten to
direct EirGrid to put these powerlines underground…

October 3rd 2017
Fwd: NSIC
From: Rosemary Steen
To: Alan Campbell (SONI)
Cc: HH

Begin forwarded message:
NSIC
From: Michael Manley (DCCAE)
To: XX (EirGrid)
Cc: Rosemary Steen; Enda Gallagher
Thanks XX.
Just to check one point. My understanding has been that the timeline is
critical because of the ending of the operation of some plants in
Northern Ireland. When are they due to cease?
Michael

October 3rd 2017
FW: NSIC
From: XX (EirGrid)
To: Enda Gallagher (DCCAE) (Attached)

October 3rd 2017
RE: NSIC 
From : Alan Campbell (SONI)
To: Michael Manley (DCCAE)
Cc: Rosemary Steen; XX (EirGrid)

Hello Michael,
Rosemary asked that I respond to your earlier email query below.
(published above to correspond with sent timings)
Just by way of introduction I am the SONI / EirGrid Manager
responsible for the North South Interconnector project.
Based on our current information there are generating plants due to
cease operation in 2020 and there is further reduction in available
generation capacity in the period from mid 2020 to 2023 as a result of
the Industrial Emissions Directive. This puts Northern Ireland into a
deficit from around mid 2020 onwards based on expected power
demand.
Regards, Alan
Alan Campbell
Manager, Grid Development and Interconnection, NI (SONI)

October 3rd 2017
NSIC
From: XX
To: (DCCAE)  Cc: Rosemary Steen; Enda Gallagher

Hi DD
See below some information in relation to timelines.
? August 22nd – Court judgement by Justice Barrett.
? On September 15th, a letter to landowners issued including the NSIC
project update / newsletter
? On September 20th, the tender notice for this project was published in
the OJEU. It is the intention that the publication of the OJEU will be
outlined in the next NSIC project update / newsletter. Thanks.   XX

“Just flagging in case ye didn’t see” “I will arrange that for you and your colleagues” “Flagging a post this morning on Facebook from Deputy Shane Cassells in relation to NSIC.” 


