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The following 18 emails obtained under a Freedom of Information
request are mainly ones sent between EirGrid executives and the
Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment.
Some messages are circulated to other important people in EirGrid,
whose names are already in the public domain. EirGrid say they
report regularly to the Department on all aspects of the North South
Interconnector project and that there is “nothing in any way unusual
about such communications.”

January 23rd 2018  11:47
For Minister attention – NI planning for North South Interconnector
granted – TBC
From: Enda Gallagher (DCCAE Electricity Policy)
To: KK (Minister’s Private Secretary)
Cc: LL (Minister’s Special Advisor); Press Office DCENR; Eamonn
Confrey; Josh Byrne + 2 others (DCCAE); WW (Minister’s 2nd Special
Advisor)
Hi KK,
EirGrid have heard that planning consent for the North South
Interconnector in Northern Ireland has been granted. However, we
await formal publication of the decision on appropriate websites or via
appropriate formal notifications. Once received, I will confirm for the
minister.
I know Minister is in Cabinet right now so we will endeavour to secure
formal confirmations asap.
Ta    Enda

January 23rd 2018  12:12
For Minister attention – NI planning for North South Interconnector
granted – Confirmation
From: Enda Gallagher
To: KK
Cc: LL (Minister’s Special Advisor); Press Office DCENR [now DCCAE];
Eamonn Confrey; Josh Byrne + 2 others (DCCAE); WW (Minister’s 2nd
Special Advisor)
Statement out from Soni (EirGrid’s NI wing), after they were formally
notified of the decision. (link to tweet by @soni_ltd)

We welcome today’s decision by the Department for Infrastructure, to
approve planning permission for the North South Interconnector. A
project vital to ensuring Northern Ireland has a secure supply of
electricity.

News release:
SONI Welcomes Decision to Grant Planning Approval for North
South Interconnector 
23 January 2018
SONI (System Operator for Northern Ireland) welcomes today’s
decision by the Department for Infrastructure to approve planning
permission for the North South Interconnector; a project vital to
ensuring Northern Ireland has a secure supply of electricity.
The approval from the DFI comes after a positive recommendation from
the Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) which reviewed the planning
applications and carried out a Public Inquiry into the project; held in
Armagh in February 2017.  Planning approval for the southern element
of the scheme was granted in December 2016.
The North South Interconnector will see the electricity grids between
Northern Ireland and the Republic connected and strengthened by the
addition of a new overhead line; which will remove blockages on the
electricity system, significantly reducing costs to consumers and
improving the efficiency of the all-island electricity market.
SONI is responsible for the planning aspects of the project and will soon
hand over to NIE Networks to build and maintain the interconnector. 
Commenting on the planning decision, Robin McCormick, General
Manager of SONI said working with landowners and the community
will remain a priority:
“We very much welcome this positive outcome from the Department
for Infrastructure.  The North South Interconnector is undoubtedly the
most important infrastructure scheme on the island today and will
deliver very real benefits to domestic and commercial consumers.
“It has received strong support from businesses and employers because
of the positive impact it will have on the economy, and from consumer
groups as it will help reduce the cost of electricity.
“While we recognise this project is to the benefit of everyone, we will
continue to work to ensure that it is delivered at the least possible
impact to the communities and landowners who are hosting it.
“In the coming months we will hand over the project to NIE Networks
who will construct the interconnector, in the meantime we will be on
the ground engaging with landowners and the community, ensuring
they remain up-to-date on progress and timelines.”

January 23rd 2018   12:14
For Minister attention – NI planning for North South Interconnector
granted – Confirmation
From: KK (Minister’s Private Secretary)
To: Enda Gallagher
Cc: LL (Minister’s Special Advisor); Press Office DCENR; Eamonn
Confrey; Josh Byrne + 2 others (DCCAE); WW (Minister’s 2nd Special
Advisor)
Hi Enda,
Many thanks, I will bring to the Minister’s attention
Regards,
(KK)

January 23rd 2018    12:22
For Minister attention – NI planning for North South Interconnector
granted – Confirmation
From: Enda Gallagher
To: KK
Cc: LL (Minister’s Special Advisor); Press Office DCENR; Eamonn
Confrey; Josh Byrne; + 2 others (DCCAE); WW (Minister’s 2nd Special
Advisor)
Apologies for the drip feed nature, but this final confirmation in the
chain is from the official body, the Department for Infrastructure in
Belfast. (link to news release)

I note the conclusion of the decision here below.
In arriving at the final decision the Department carefully considered and
agreed with the independent report and recommendations of the PAC,
which states there is an urgent and compelling need for the proposed
development.
The Department considered that it is in the public interest to take this
decision, without further delay, given the strategic importance of the
project for the region.
Ta Enda

January 23rd 2018  12:38
For Minister attention – NI planning for North South Interconnector
granted – Confirmation
From: Eamonn Confrey
To: Enda Gallagher; Josh Byrne
Cc: LL (Minister’s Special Advisor)
Enda, Josh
Prudent that you prepare a Leaders Question note for Taoiseach for
today. KK [Minister Naughten’s Private Secretary] will be able to confirm
what time LQs are taken on Tuesday’s but best to get out in front of this
now that NI decision confirmed. There would seem to be enough detail
between the D/Infra & SONI statements to work from along with
current state of play on ROI leg.
Thanks
Eamonn

January 24th 2018   12:10
For Minister attention – NI planning for North South Interconnector
granted – Confirmation
From: LL (Minister’s Special Advisor)
To: Eamonn Confrey; Enda Gallagher; Josh Byrne (DCCAE)
Got asked for the LQ this morning, so thank you! Just FYI Damien
English was on LMFM this morning in it and Regina Doherty was
asked about it yesterday on drive time. I did not hear Damien English.
LL

January 24th 2018   12:23
For Minister attention – NI planning for North South Interconnector
granted – Confirmation
From: Eamonn Confrey
To: LL (Minister’s Special Advisor); Enda Gallagher; Josh Byrne
Josh
Would you check with Press Office or see if you can pull down the
sound cloud clips of both Drive Time and LMFM interviews if you can.
Thanks
Eamonn

January 24th 2018  12:27
For Minister attention – NI planning for North South Interconnector
granted – Confirmation
From: Josh Byrne (DCCAE)
To: Eamonn Confrey (DCCAE)
Cc: Enda Gallagher (DCCAE)
Sorry, here’s the link:
(RTE radioplayer Drivetime Tuesday 23rd January 2018)
Interview by Mary Wilson with Minister Regina Doherty, Meath East
TD at 1:48:50
Approval has been given in Northern Ireland for the North South
Interconnector and your constituency is one of the areas through which
299 pylons are going to travel. EirGrid are ready to start construction.
“A lot of your constituents are objecting to this…
RD: Absolutely, they are.
MW: Campaigns of civil disobedience are being promised and talked
about. Are you going to support that?
RD: Well actually there is no civil disobedience being promised or
talked about. So, from whence we had the planning application passed
in An Bord Pleanála last year, what we sought to do in the south of the
country, in the Republic, was to have a judicial enquiry and to meet the
Minister and pursue through politics a change of strategy. We were also
relying…
MW: Would you dissuade civil disobedience in your constituency if
that is what constituents decide to do?
RD: I’m a law maker and so therefore I’m a law keeper and it would be
against the grain to encourage anybody to break the law, so I tell you,
you talk about EirGrid bein ready to construct things. We are no further
on in this project than we were ten years ago because EirGrid still do not
have the permission of the landowners that they very much need to co-
operate with to come onto their land. 
So EirGrid need to get their act in order and to start negotiating in an
earnest and meaningful way with the landowners of Meath, Cavan and
Monaghan and start showing them the respect and dignity that they
have long since not shown them in the last ten years.”

January 24th 2018  14:39
For Minister attention – NI planning for North South Interconnector
granted – Confirmation
From: Josh Byrne (DCCAE)
To: Eamonn Confrey
Cc: Enda Gallagher; LL (Minister’s Special Advisor)
LMFM interview is available here:
(link to LMFM podcast)
THE MICHAEL READE SHOW WEDNESDAY JANUARY 24TH 2018
Today: The news yesterday that the green light has been given for the northern
element of the North South Interconnector came as a huge blow to local
campaigners. We got reaction from Junior Minister Damien English and
David Martin from Eirgrid.
Planning approval for the NSIC is the first item covered with a
conversation with David Martin, spokesperson for EirGrid followed by
that interview with Damien English.
Josh
(NS NOTE: The Michael Reade Show on LMFM is sponsored by
EirGrid along with the Joe Finnegan Show on Northern Sound)

January 30th 2018  9:39
For Minister attention – NI planning for North South Interconnector
granted – Confirmation
From: Enda Gallagher (DCCAE)
To: XX  (EirGrid)
(No further details)

January 30th 2018  9:41
For Minister attention – NI planning for North South Interconnector
granted – Confirmation
From: XX (EirGrid)
To: Enda Gallagher (DCCAE)
(Link to Northern Sound News)
Communications Minister to meet local representatives today to
discuss N/S Interconnector
30th January 2018
The Communications Minister will meet with local representatives
today to discuss the North-South Interconnector.
Planning authorities in Northern Ireland recently gave approval for the
northern section of the project, clearing the way for construction to
begin. Eirgrid wants to build hundreds of pylons across Meath, Cavan
and Monaghan to connect the electricity grids on both sides of the
island, with campaign groups and representatives calling for the project
to be put underground.
The contentious project has been met with opposition since it was first
announced. The meeting between Minister Denis Naughten, local
Oireachtas members and one member from each party grouping in
Monaghan County Council will be held in Leinster House this
afternoon.

February 8th 2018
Draft material re access
From: XX (EirGrid)
To: Enda Gallagher (DCCAE)
Hi Enda
See draft material that may assist on this.
Thanks XX
EirGrid Position re Land Access
EirGrid have repeatedly stated that it is not their intention to deploy the
rights available to them, but instead work to achieve a consensus on the
local and national benefits that the construction of the North South
Interconnector can bring to the industrial development, the energy
sector and the help improve Ireland’s competitiveness. In this regard,
EirGrid have made a concerted effort to explain the project via their
Mobile Information Unit, dedicated Agricultural and Community
Liaison Officers and an advertising campaign. They have also been
issuing newsletters to landowners and the communities along the route
of the North South.
It is recognised that while landowners who host the infrastructure will
obtain the same benefits from that infrastructure as every other person
in the state, they are also the ones who will experience the greatest
impact of the development. As a result the landowners have a statutory
right to compensation. As well as compensation to landowners, there is
also proximity payments to properties adjacent to the line and also a
community fund will be associated with the project.
Additional information
ESB has a statutory right to access lands for the purposes of carrying out
the construction.
EirGrid has a statutory right to access lands during construction to
inspect and monitor the construction works being carried out in order
to satisfy itself that the works are being carried out in accordance with
its specification.  

February 8th 2018 
Issues relating to access routes – High Court judgement
From: XX (EirGrid)
To: Enda Gallagher (DCCAE)
Hi Enda
Regarding the issue raised by Deputy Tóibín in the Dáil on Tuesday, one
of my colleagues has reviewed the judgement of the High Court from
August 2017 which referenced this issue. See below. I woild emphasise
that this is a draft and that some summarising has been taken to the
judgement itself. This still requires some input and clearance from our
legal side.
Thanks   XX
Overview 
From the judgement that issued in August 2017 the following appears
to be the case:
ABP can only consider the application for consent that is placed before
it.
ABP cannot grant consent for something that has not been requested.
EirGrid did not seek statutory consent to use the identified access
routes. This is because their use does not require any “works” (works as
defined in planning acts) to be carried out in order to enable their use
and therefore planning consent is not required.
EirGrid did however identify the access routes so that their use could be
considered by ABP in the context of its Environmental Impact
Assessment.
ABP accepted EirGrid’s position, included an assessment of the access
routes in its EIA and granted consent in full for the application before it.
The court also agreed with EirGrid’s position on points 3 and 4 and
went on to find that ABP’s EIA and its decision to grant planning
consent were lawful and in no way lacking or deficient.
The court also considered what if it later transpires, for example during
the construction phase, that access to a particular construction site
cannot be achieved without undertaking “works” on or along the
identified route. The judge concluded (at paragraph 162 of his
judgement) that in that event it can be addressed “through the due
application of the full rigours of the applicable approval / permission process at
the time when and if access does fail to be sought”.

February 12th 2018
Draft text
From: XX (EirGrid)
To: Enda Gallagher (DCCAE)
Cc: Rosemary Steen
Hi Enda
See draft text which we have worked on with EE, and others, in ESB.
XX
There is an integrated delivery model in Ireland for the planning,
development and operation of the Electricity Transmission
Infrastructure or Electricity Grid as more commonly known. EirGrid
is a separate semi-State company and its job is to carry out the long-
term planning for the transmission system in Ireland, to specify the
what, where and how, and to operate the system when it is built. ESB

funds and builds the Infrastructure and subsequently maintains it to
the specification and standard set out by EirGrid. An agreement,
known as the Infrastructure Agreement, was entered into between
EirGrid and ESB to govern the ongoing relationship between the two
organisations. Under the Infrastructure Agreement, EirGrid is
responsible for obtaining planning permission for the line and for
initiating engagement with landowners. ESB has statutory powers to
serve wayleave notices in relation to the placing of the line on the
lands.
XX  EirGrid Public Affairs

February 28th 2018   22:51
Northern Standard frontpage
From: Rosemary Steen (EirGrid)
To: Eamonn Confrey
(Attached is a picture of the front page of The Northern Standard
edition of  Thursday 1st March 2018 posted on twitter on 28th February.
It shows a picture of the Sinn Féin Mid Ulster MP Francie Molloy and
the headline: 

March 9th 2018
Briefing note on differences between North South Interconnector and
Celtic Interconnector
From: XX (EirGrid)
To: Enda Gallagher
Cc: Eamonn Confrey (DCCAE); Rosemary Steen (EirGrid)

Hi Enda
Please see document setting out our views on the differences in terms
of need between North South and the Celtic Interconnectors.
Thanks   XX

Briefing of differences between North South Interconnector and
Celtic Interconnector
EirGrid’s statutory obligations
As Ireland’s state-owned Transmission System Operator (TSO), EirGrid
is statutorily obliged to explore and develop opportunities for further
interconnection with other jurisdictions and countries. We carry out
studies and assessments on an ongoing basis of potential opportunities
for interconnection for Ireland.
Both the North-South 400 kV Interconnector development and the
Celtic Interconnector originates from studies and investigations that
fulfil this obligation.
Summary of comparison
The two projects have two completely different issues or needs that they
are designed to solve. One project cannot be replaced by the other to
achieve the same overall result.
The North-South 400 kV Interconnector development will connect the
electricity grids of the two jurisdictions, Ireland and Northern Ireland.
The Celtic Interconnector will connect the electricity grids Ireland and
France.
The North-South 400 kV Interconnector development will allow us to
remove the restrictions on cross-border flows of electricity between
Ireland and Northern Ireland. The Celtic Interconnector will never be
able to solve the restrictions on cross-border flows of electricity between
Ireland and Northern Ireland as it will connect Ireland and France.
The North-South 400 kV Interconnector development will help us
achieve an effective electricity market on the island of Ireland. This will
in turn allow us to operate a more efficient and cost effective electricity
grid. With the North-South 400 kV Interconenctor development the
combined annual electricity production cost and security of supply
savings is in the order of €20m per annum in 2020 rising to between
€40m - €60m per annum from 2030. These saving’s would not be
realised by the Celtic Interconnector.
The North-South 400 kV Interconnector development will enable the
Celtic Interconnector to put further downward pressure on the cost of
electricity to consumers in Ireland. The Celtic Interconnector cannot by
its own deliver the same annual electricity production cost and security
of supply savings as the North-South 400 kV Interconnector
development.
Both the North-South 400 kV Interconnector development and the
Celtic Interconnector will enhance security of supply for Irish electricity
users. The North-South 400 kV Interconnector development will
contribute to sharing reserve on the island of Ireland in a more cost
effective way. The Celtic Interconnector will enhance security of supply
for Irish electricity users by offering a direct energy connection to
Europe other than the United Kingdom.
In term of technology, the North-South 400 kV Interconnector
development has to use High Voltage Alternating Current (HVAC) as it
will be an integrated part of the meshed transmission network on the
island of Ireland. Ireland’s transmission system relies on HVAC
technology to move electricity around the country. The Celtic
Interconnector is a tie-line to another country in a different market.
Ireland and France can only be connected via a submarine cable. The
industry standard for such interconnectors is High Voltage Direct
Current (HVDC).
The North-South 400 kV Interconnector development is of great
importance to achieve renewable energy targets set by the EU. It is an
Associated Transmission Reinforcement (ATR), with approximately
890W of generation associated with its completion.

Purpose of the two projects
North-South 400 kV Interconnector development
Currently there is only one interconnector between the electricity grids
of the two jurisdictions, Ireland and Northern Ireland. Should a
problem occur with the only connection, it could result in widespread
power failures across one or both jurisdictions. To prevent this from
happening, or at the very least limit the impact of its occurrence, we
have to restrict the amount of power that can flow through the existing
interconnector to levels that are well below what the market requires.
The only practical way to resolve this urgent problem is to install a
second interconnector, similar in size to the existing interconnector. The
project that EirGrid have proposed is the North-South 400 kV
Interconnector development. This will eliminate the risk of a single
event resulting in widespread power failures thus allowing us to
remove the restrictions on cross-border flows of electricity. This will in
turn allow us to operate a more efficient and cost effective electricity
grid.
The North-South interconnector is a proposed High Voltage Alternating
Current (HVAC) 400 kV overhead line. This proposed line would run
through counties Monaghan, Cavan and Meath in Ireland and Armagh
and Tyrone in Northern Ireland. The introduction of the second North
South interconnector will improve the security of electricity supply
across the island of Ireland. It will help to improve the efficiency of the
electricity system, reducing costs and ultimately saving money for the
end user, the electricity customer.
Increased capacity in the connection between our networks will also
help in facilitating the connection of more renewable electricity
generation to the grid. This is of great importance to achieve renewable
energy targets set by the EU, and to increase our energy independence
by reducing our reliance on imported fossil fuels such as oil and natural
gas.
It will also provide a local benefit for the people of the north east by
increasing the capacity of the electricity network in the region which
will help to attract inward investment and jobs.

Celtic Interconnector
The Celtic Interconnector is a proposed electrical link which if built will
enable the movement of electricity between Ireland and France. We
have been working with our counterpart in France, Réseau de Transport
d’Electricité, to investigate the feasibility of an interconnector between
our two countries.
The industry standard for such interconnectors is High Voltage Direct
Current (HVDC), as was used for the East West Interconnector (EWIC)
which EirGrid developed between Ireland and Wales. Converter
stations at each end would convert the electricity back to High Voltage
Alternating Current (HVAC). This conversion is needed as, Ireland’s
transmission system relies on HVAC technology to move electricity
around the country. If built the Celtic Interconnector will bring many
benefits, including:
Ability to import and export 700 MW (megawatts) of electricity, the
equivalent of supplying power to around 450,000 homes
Enhanced security of supply for Irish electricity users. It will provide
Ireland’s only direct energy connection to an EU Member State once the
United Kingdom leaves the EU
Apply downward pressure on the cost of electricity to consumers in
Ireland
Help facilitate Ireland’s transition to a low carbon energy future
Provide a direct fibre optic communications link between Ireland and
France.
Conclusions
The two project(s) have two completely different issues that they are
deigned to solve. One project cannot be replaced by the other to achieve
the same overall result. North-South 400 kV Interconnector
development will resolve existing restrictions on cross-border flows of
electricity between Ireland and Northern Ireland. Completing the
North-South 400 kV Interconnector development will allow us to
operate a more efficient and cost effective electricity grid. The Celtic
Interconnector would enable the movement of electricity between
Ireland and France.

April 4th 2018
Monaghan CoCo Rep
From: XX (EirGrid)
To: Josh Byrne (DCCAE)
Cc: Enda Gallagher
Hi Josh
See draft text on this issue for consideration and possible use in drafting
a response (to a motion passed by Monaghan Co. Council).
Thanks   XX
The construction of the North South Interconnector is a key component
for the delivery of the all-island single electricity market. It does so by
removing the existing constraints on the electricity network. As part of
the transition to a more efficient electricity market, the recent Capacity
Auction saw a number of generation plants in Northern Ireland not
being successful. In this context, the North South Interconnector will be
a key piece of infrastructure to ensure long-term security of supply in
Northern Ireland.

THIS IS THE LAST OF THE 134 RECORDS REGARDING THE
NORTH SOUTH INTERCONNECTOR AND EIRGRID OBTAINED
UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT FROM THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS, CLIMATE CHANGE
AND ENVIRONMENT. THE EIRGRID FILES ARE NOW
AVAILABLE FOR ALL TO SEE AND THIS PAPER WILL
CONTINUE TO PUBLISH REACTION TO THEM IN FURTHER
EDITIONS.  
© The Northern Standard 2018

Further comments should be sent directly to:
fisherbelfast@gmail.com

MICHAEL FISHER  
September 13th 2018

An example of the emails between officials of the DCCAE and
EirGrid. This is an extract from Minister Naughten’s speech in June
2017 expressing “the Government’s strong support for this
project” (the North South Interconnector).

LMFM SEEKS CLARIFICATION FROM DEPARTMENT
REGARDING EIRGRID ACCESS TO LANDS
The following email exchange has been provided by the North East Pylon
Pressure Campaign and does not form part of the EirGrid Files obtained by
The Northern Standard under a Freedom of Information request. However
the Files contain a response drafted by EirGrid and the ESB and approved by
the Department concerning EirGrid’s statutory entitlement to access lands
in connection with construction of the North South interconnector. The
exact same reply was issued by the Press Office of the Department to LMFM
on 15th February (see below).

From: RR (LMFM)
Sent: 08 February 2018 13:03
To: Press Office DCENR (DCCAE)
Subject: query for the Michael Reade show on LMFM
I wonder could you assist with a query.
It’s in relation to the North South Interconnector.
We are looking for a statement from your department in relation to
Eirgrid’s statutory entitlement to access lands in order to construct
the interconnector.
We had an Eirgrid spokesperson on the programme who indicated
that, while it would be preferable to have agreement to gain access to
the land, if push came to shove Eirgrid could gain entry without the
permission of owners. We are seeking clarification on this as we are
covering the topic again tomorrow morning with Junior Minister and
local TD Helen McEntee. We would be grateful if you could issue us
with a statement on the matter.
If you need to check anything feel free to contact me on 086-xxxxxxx.
Regards RR, Producer, The Michael Reade Show
Lmfm Radio, Rathmullen Rd, Drogheda, Co. Louth

From: Press Office DCENR (now DCCAE)
Sent: 08 February 2018 16:21
To: RR Cc: Press Office DCENR
Subject: FW: query for the Michael Reade show on LMFM
Hi RR, The delivery of critical infrastructure by public bodies is
provided for in legislation enacted by the Oireachtas. In the case of
the rollout of electricity infrastructure, the powers of the ESB, or its
agents, are set out in the 1927 Electricity (Supply) Act.
The long standing practice of infrastructure providers, including the
rollout of electricity infrastructure in Ireland has been to seek to
engage with relevant stakeholders and work for the largest possible
level of agreement in relation to projects. While this approach has
developed over the decades through consultation and agreement,
this consultative approach is underpinned by the 1985 ESB/IFA Code
of Practice for survey, construction and maintenance of overhead
lines in relation to the rights of landowners.
Regards, K.

From: RR 
To: Padraig O'Reilly (NEPPC)
Sent: Friday 9 February 2018 09:36
Subject: FW: query for the Michael Reade show on LMFM
Padraig this is the response I got from the Department, for your
information (see above). Regards. 
RR
Producer, The Michael Reade Show, Lmfm Radio,
Rathmullen Rd, Drogheda Co. Louth

From: Padraig O'Reilly (NEPPC)
To: Michael Fisher
Sent: 9 Feb 2018, 13:35
Michael, For the record.
The word ‘agents’ is not mentioned in S53 of the 1927 Act.
Even if it were Eirgrid cannot act as an agent of ESB or vice versa,
based on EU law
A totally misleading response

From: RR
Sent: 09 February 2018 11:37 To: Press Office DCENR
Subject: RE: query for the Michael Reade show on LMFM
I refer to the below response in relation to the North South
Interconnector and wonder could you address the following.
On our programme this morning both Deputy Peadar Toibin and
Padraig O’Reilly of the North East Pylon Pressure Campaign
highlighted that Eirgrid was not mentioned in your response
regarding statutory rights to accessing lands.
The act/code of practice mentioned refers to the ESB and we wonder
how it relates to Eirgrid in the context of the planned project.
Regards  RR (086-xxxxxxx)
Producer, The Michael Reade Show
LMFM Radio, Rathmullen Rd, Drogheda Co. Louth

From: Press Office DCENR (DCCAE)
Sent: 09 February 2018 15:52
To: RR
Cc: Press Office DCENR (DCCAE)
Subject: RE: query for the Michael Reade show on LMFM
Hi RR, I acknowledge receipt of your enquiry.
Kind regards, M.

From: RR
Sent: 15 February 2018 13:29
To: Press Office DCENR (DCCAE)
Subject: RE: query for the Michael Reade show on LMFM
Hello there,
Just wondering if we can expect a response to the query below as we
plan to cover the topic on our programme again and would like
clarification if possible.
regards RR
Producer, The Michael Reade Show, LMFM Radio,
Rathmullen Rd, Drogheda, Co. Louth

From: Press Office DCENR (DCCAE) 
Date: 15 February 2018 at 16:57 GMT
To: RR 
Cc: Press Office DCENR (DCCAE) 
Subject: RE: query for the Michael Reade show on LMFM
Hi RR. Please see response below.
There is an integrated delivery model in Ireland for the planning,
development and operation of the Electricity Transmission
Infrastructure or Electricity Grid as more commonly known.
EirGrid is a separate semi-State company and its job is to carry out
the long-term planning for the transmission system in Ireland, to
specify the what, where and how, and to operate the system when
it is built.  ESB funds and builds the Infrastructure and
subsequently maintains it to the specification and standard set out
by Eirgrid. An agreement, known as the Infrastructure Agreement,
was entered into between EirGrid and ESB to govern the ongoing
relationship between the two organisations. Under the
Infrastructure Agreement, EirGrid is responsible for obtaining
planning permission for the line and for initiating engagement
with landowners. ESB has statutory powers to serve wayleave
notices in relation to the placing of the line on the lands.
Kind regards, M.
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